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 We know that children with below average language skills often have difficulty 

learning to read. Researchers have found that there are 5 factors at Kindergarten age that 

can predict reading ability in second grade. They are: letter identification, sentence 

imitation, phonologic awareness, rapid naming and mothers educational attainment. 

Below are some tricks for you to try at home to help your child improve his reading ability. 

1. “Do These Words Rhyme?”: Simple and easy to play! Simply ask your child whether 

certain words rhyme and track points for correct answers. For example: “Does bat 

rhyme with pat?” “Does sheep rhyme with park?” “Does foot rhyme with feet?” and 

so on. If he answers correctly, he receives a point. Then, it is his turn to ask YOU if 

words rhyme. The first player to 10 points wins! 

2. “First Sound/Final Sound”: Ask your child to tell you the first sound he hears in a 

word. For example, ask him to tell you the first sound he hears in the word ‘baseball’ 

/b/, /ch/ or /k/. If he answers correctly he earns a point. Next, have him come up 

with a word and you tell him the initial sound. First player to 10 wins! You can play 

this game with final sounds as well. For example, ask him to tell you the final sound 

in the word ‘snap’ /p/, /r/ or /d/. This game will help your child learn to decode 

sounds in words-a key component to reading readiness. 

3. “Clapping for Syllables”: Play a clapping game with your child to teach him to 

identify words in sentences and syllables in words. Here’s how it works: read a 

sentence to your child. Ask him to repeat it back to you while clapping once for each 

word. For example the sentence “Read your book” would require 3 claps. Similarly, 

to practice syllable identification you can say different words and have your child clap 

for each syllable. An example of this would be clapping 2 times for ‘baby’, 4 times 

for  ‘alligator’. When you have successfully completed 10 words you can have 

reward!  
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Alison Shimko grew up in Hillsborough, New Jersey. Drawn by her love of 

the outdoors, Alison moved to Salt Lake City to attend the University of Utah 

where she studied Speech-Language Pathology and Spanish. Following 

graduation from her undergraduate program, she moved to Spain on a Fulbright 

Scholarship to teach English to elementary school children. She returned from 

Spain to complete a Master’s Degree in Speech Pathology at the University of 

Washington.  

Alison has always had a special interest in helping others and was drawn to 

speech-language pathology as a career after watching her mother’s successful 

career as an SLP in a New Jersey school. Alison grew up learning the tricks of 

the trade from her mother and works to implement those early memories of 

how to elicit sounds from kids in her daily speech sessions.  

Upon graduation from the University of Washington, Alison returned to Salt 

Lake because she couldn’t resist the mountains. She is currently completing 

her clinical fellowship through RiteCare of Utah and is excited to be working 

with an amazing team of therapists and awesome kids! 
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Thank you to our 2021 Donors 

 

$25K 

Sorenson Legacy Foundation 

Masonic Foundation of Utah 

 

$15K-$19,999 

George S. and Dolores Dore Eccles Foundation 

 

$10K-$14,999 

Willard L. Eccles Foundation 

Stephen G. and Susan Denkers Family Foundation 

Joseph and Kathleen Sorenson Legacy Fund 

McCarthey Family Foundation 

 

 

 

We had an exciting and productive year at RiteCare of Utah! Thanks to all 

of our donors, RiteCare’s therapists were able to complete over 2200 visits 

with children from your community with speech, language and reading delays. 

You are impacting countless lives and ensuring children have the best 

opportunity for success in school and life. The profoundness with which you 

impact lives is evident when parents say things like “I feel like I have learned 

to maximize our practice time into a process that is more engaging for my son” 

and “we are blown away at how much progress our daughter has made 

thanks to RiteCare.” 

I thank each of you for making this program possible! 

Sarah Farr 

Executive Director, RiteCare of Utah 
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$5K-$9,999 

Herbert I. and Elsa B. Michael Fund 

Good Works Institute 

Sally Langdon Barefoot Foundation 

Henry W. and Leslie M. Eskuche Fund 

Scottish Rite Foundation, Southern Jurisdiction 

Lawrence T. and Janet T. Dee Foundation 

The Cross Charitable Foundation 

Robert and Diane Shupe 

 

$2,500-$4,999 

Castle Foundation 

The Jeffrey and Helen Cardon Foundation 

Kent Hinckley 

Albert and Sylvia Hokins 

Facebook Fundraisers 

 

$1,450-$2,499 

John and Dora Lang Foundation 

Ralph Nye Foundation 

Utah Medical Association 

Community Foundation of Utah at the recommendation of Mr. H. Scott    

         Rosenbush and Ms. Cindy Zimmerman 

Glen Cook 

Gilmour and Company 

David Harris 

Keith McGoldrick 

Jim Pratt 
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Richard Rein 

Blaine Simons 

Lon and Lana Tibbitts 

Charles Warren 

Robert Wolfarth 

 

$1,000-$1,449 

KCCH Club 

Kenneth Wilson 

 

$500-$999 

The Rembrandt Foundation 

Clearfiled Chapter of DeMolay 

Frank and Carole Baker 

Sean Fenn 

Michael and Lori Jacobazzi 

Wasatch Global 

Wasatch Lodge #1 

 

$250-$499 

Amazon Smiles 

American Express employee matching 

Jason Allred 

Bethel #7 Job’s Daughter’s International 

Eddie Belini 

William Brotherson 

Franklin B. and Deloris M. Corbin Trust 

Leon Crockett 
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Melvin and Sue Enders 

Kelly Farr 

Granite Credit Union 

Craig Greenberg 

JL Hardy Construction 

Arlen Horne 

Nicole and Bryan Jeffreys 

Sara John 

Dan Lawes 

John Limb 

Rulon Olson 

Charles Persinger 

Smith’s/Kroger 

Susan Stevens 

Unity Lodge #18 

United Way of Salt Lake 

Kelly Wade 

 

$100-$249 

Darrin Doman 

Andrew Dooley 

William Gardner 

Grand Chapter Order of the Eastern Star of Utah 

Robert McNary 

John Merrick 

Don Millard 

Mutual Aid Exchange 

Mary Woodard 
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$99 and under 

Justin Anderson 

AT&T 

Malachai Bateman 

Katy Cabbage 

Charles Craig 

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints 

Carol Hunter 

JC and Nancy McLaughlin 

Loren and Judy Rausher 

Michael Slaughter 

Michael St. Laurent 

Laurel Wadley 

James Woodward 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What is Planned Giving? 

In times of uncertainly like we are experiencing, people are revisiting their estate plans 

and evaluating what they would like their legacy to be. Planned giving is a way of 

assigning a non-profit as a beneficiary in your will or estate. It is a commendable way to 

ensure the causes you are passionate about continue to thrive. In addition to allowing 

donors to leave larger gifts than they could from ordinary income, planned giving offers 

tax benefits for your estate. Consider a planned gift to RiteCare of Utah and leave a 

legacy! 

 

Society grows great when we plant trees in whose shade we 
know we shall never sit.  -Greek Proverb 

 


